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' ‘Hime that there has been direct contact: between the U. 8.
shnd the North Vletna,mese Communists in efforts to erd the|
4

t
" ifnd a North Vietnamese representative, at which the latter,
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Dom Bonafede and Tom Lambert-
CPYRé HT os The Herald Tribune Staf i
. WASHINGTON, |
The White House yesterday acknowledge for the first

The'contact.' involved a meeting between an_American

ifvas handed a “document,” it was learned rellably. The con-
? ents of the document were not.disclosed, but it may have
¢ ontained ‘this country’s schedule of 14 points for negotia-
;flons to end the Viet Nam war,

];, e not disclosed. .
il Press Secretary Bill Moyers| pempcratic Society, “and
lrefused-to elaborate, despite| merbert Aptheker, Americar
persistent questioning by re-| communist theoretician and
porters. He would_ not say who! director - of the American
particibated in’ the -peace| Institute for Marxist Studies
Jovertures, how they were made Mr, : Lynd criticided the
{Jor whether they are continu- “Johnson administration ~fo
Aing. : _}' “the apparent fallure to mak
Nonet,heless, this was the’ direet . contact” with th
|first admission of direct con-! Vietnamese Communists i

tact with the North Viet Nam ‘“Agg’-‘gge Eggﬁ‘t’sa&fe criticism
[lgovernment since Pxesxdent.l Mr. Moyers ‘replied the prod
Johnson launched his peace, foscor was "mcomplet,ely ind
oflensive on Christmas Eve. | formed.”

“The White House' an-~ '

nouncement, made on the day\ then asked if this meant tha

’
!

pected to bolster the Presi-l With Hanot.
dent's position on Capitol Hill,|. “That's & safe deduction,
a5 well as muffle some of the| he replied.

criticism aimed at the U, 8.: He later
role in Viet Nam. 4that there had been direct

] lcontact, between the twg
CONGRESS -

' governments.

The Viet Nam issue Is cer-i ments as to whether the con
tain to dominate the current tact was by face-to-face cond
sesslon of Congress. Yester- frontation, telephone or otheq
day's admission - underscores
repeated declerations by the
resident that he s wi]ling on.
‘ “T've sald all I'm going t0
i [discussions wlth the North say, Mr, Moyers dccliredg..
|[Vietnamese. Conceivably, - the contac

whether the contacts had

ers of direct contact came
response {0 & newsman'
Questlions concerning a state
ment by Prof. Staughto
L.ynd, of “Yale University, wh

where both governmen
maintain diplomatic or othe
official representation.

day seli-nppointed peace mis

North Viet Na.m govemment

EER.\LD TRIBUNg

’ fhrough third-party nations. -

The site of the meeting was|

The Press Sccretary wa !

Congress reconvened, Is ex-! there has been direct contacy|

stated outrigh{.

But he 'stood]
| firm against further comd:

means. Nor would he statd

been fruitful and stm golng

The disclosure by Mr. Moy< could have been made in an
one of the 13 foreign capitagl

Or, the contact could havd
been made by any one of thd
recently returned from a 10- president's flying peace emis-

ampaign. the T. S had in-»
* qirect contact .or conducted
fsoundings” -several times’
yith the North Vietnamese

None of these communlea-
tHons resulted in any positive
esults, as far as s known.
Mr. " Moyers also leported
esterday. that. Ambassador-
dt-large W. Averell Harriman
WYould probably - go from
ustxalla to Salgon, continu-

d apit&ls. "

ons Arthur Goldberg and G.
ennen Willlams, Assistant
Jocretary of State for African
fTairs, were sent by President
ohnson on peace-seeking
fours to, Europe ,Asla and
Africa. : i

Mr. Moyers did not relate
Jir. Harriman's probable visit
fo Salgon with his remarks
diiout direct contact between
fhe U. 8. and the North Viet-

}amese.

dble

Mont.,, majority leader, com=
mented, MAIL T can say is 1t is
Ja very hopeful sign, and it Is’
the first sign of contact with
Hanol.” - A
‘Sen., Mansﬁeld who recent-\
ly returned from a fact-find«
ing trip to Southeast Asla and |

issued & pessimistic Teport on ]
the possibliity of an early|
settlement, said he had not’
received any official word  of
the contact.

]intensive cfforts made by the !
restdent not only over the
1past two weeks, but over the
Jiwst eight months,” he added.

R., Ky, sald he was pleased
{by the report. TheU. 8. should
|now concentrate on negotia- .
tion rather than escalation,.
he commented. The contact, ]
Sen. Cooper added, may deves:
lop an atmosphere for ‘ne-.
gotiating a just and honor-
able peace.” .

Sen. George Aiken, R. Vt.
who accompanied Sen. Mans-"
fleld on his trip, remarked, !
“I hope it is true. I.hope it:
s a first step toward further
understanding - between the
feonflicting parties.”

Farlier in the day, Mr.']
Moyers said, the President
held o lengthy meeting on
i|foreign ‘affairs with his top |
advisers. Present were Secre-,
Ttary of State Dean Rusk, Dew
Mense Sceretary Robert! Mec-,

sarles In & scoret meetingdiNamara, Under Secretary of.
sion to North Viet Nam, ac.‘ with & representative of thd

Statt George Ball, speclal cone |

*sultant Gen. fMachll Taylor,;

*| designation o Mr. - Helme-as

.1 ton that, Adin, Rahori woul

Reaction by Congress to the 3'?5 g‘i,? 5333555111\1? s{:{:lsg;lulg '

‘hite House's acknowledge-
ent was prompb and favor- m)ﬂdlfg g}ﬁfgﬁ to 116 bullon

S Iine Mamstei, D."-

“But 1t speaks well for the i

Sen. John Bherman Cooper,

aLalal SR
Dnectm of the C‘cnfra'l ﬁll'fé'lf
Hgente Agengy, et
Mr., Moyers identified Mr./
Helms as “acting. direciors of
{;he CIA "i'l*he press secretary !
said that Mr. Helms usually
attex‘ds “high-level ¥ White
"HOusE  medtings hen Adm.
William Rabartt, CIA director,
Is unavallablg, s Teasl cera

N Moyers sald yesterday—
that-Ad Raborne was-ous-of
toWi But did ot explaidHis

“acting director.” For several |
wm\"s"ﬁlexe"lms beelispeculas ’

s6on step dowyr, and that Mt‘
Helms midy succeed” Him‘“'

Mz, Moyers said "that Vict] ‘

Nam was “only one of several |
subjects” discussed ab the1
White House meeting.

He said the President isf
spending much of his time !
drafting the State of the/
Unlon message, s¢heduled for;
delivery before Congress to-
morrow evening.,
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